Lunacy for Scotland are always interesting and suggestive reading to those who have any special relation to the important subject with which they deal. It would be well, indeed, if they were read by every medical man in the country, and by all who take a real interest in its social condition. Happily there are signs that the number of the latter is steadily on the increase, and for many reasons it is to be hoped this will show a steady growth. The Commissioners' report for the year 1903 does not disappoint expectations. It is fully as interesting and instructive as any of its predecessors.
The chief conclusion is that half an acre per patient is the maximum of arable land which can usefully form a field for the employment of patients in agricultural work of the usual kind.
Another most interesting inquiry refers to the possible causes of the striking difference which has existed over a long period between the neighbouring parishes of North and South Uist, so far as their lunacy statistics are concerned. At the present time the former shows a much larger proportion of lunatics than the latter, and the increase which has occurred in both parishes during the last twenty-three years is also more marked in the former. 
